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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



Office Action Summary 



Applicants) 

DERKSETAL. 



LT TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 



1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 November 2003 . 
2a)M This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3)n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal m 



in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 



s, prosecution as to the merits is 



Disposition of Claims 

M Claimfs) 1-15.17.11 



re rejected. 



4a) Of the al 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claimfs) 1-16.17.18 and 21-28 \sJ 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

10)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the coireotion is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomn PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received In Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included In the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1.78. 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 

Claims 1-15, 17, 18 and 21-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Reich in view Larsen. The rejeaion is applied as in the previous Office Action. Applicant 
argues that the references do not suggest that hydrolytic stability is improved by neutralizing 
with an oxetane compound and that unexpected results have been demonstrated in the present 
application. The evidence presented in Table 1, at page 27, is not commensurate in scope with 
the claims. The only catalyst used in the examples is PTSA. The only neutralizing compounds 
are 3-methyl-3-hydroxymethyl-oxetane and trimethyl ortho formate used in amounts of 
150 mol% to completely neutralize the acid catalysts. Absent evidence of criticality 
commensurate in scope with the claims, the claims are unpatentable over the references. See 
re Lindner 173 USPQ 356 (CCPA 1972). 



THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory perio4 then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated fi-om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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